
AOC Gold Medal Nomination Form

Description:  
Government, Military, or Industry official in recognition of outstanding and dedicated service to promote and 
advance the discipline of Electronic Warfare. It reflects the highest standards of commitment to the welfare 
and application of Electronic Warfare.

Instructions:
1. Section 1: Complete the contact and background information for the Nominee.
2. Section 2: Nominee achievements.  Provide written evidence and supporting information to

substantiate the nominee's achievements.
3. Section 3: Submit a proposed citation to accompany the award.
4. Section 4: Complete the contact information of the Nominator.
5. Section 5: Details of person to be contacted if selected.

Name: Rank/Title:
AOC Member Number: Chapter Affiliation:
Company: Job Title:
Address: Address:
City State/Province/County:
Postal Code: Country: 
Phone: Email:

Section 2: Qualifications: 

Senior level of Government, Military, or Industry: Membership of the AOC is not required. Tick box to 
confirm nominee is an active duty or retired senior military or civil servant or an executive level industry 
leader from any AOC country who has led organizations or activities. _

Nominees: Job Title and commensurate organizational level: _______________________

Exclusions: Tick box to confirm that the Nominee is not on the current AOC Board of Directors or Board of 
Governors. 

Eligibility Requirements:  Provide details in the following areas.  Include supporting 
explanations and examples.

Leadership Requirements:
Provide written details, specific examples and supporting information on how the nominee advanced the 
science, art, technology and/or operations of Electronic Warfare must have, in a significant manner.



AOC Gold Medal Nomination Form

Provide written details, specific examples and supporting information on how the nominee, in a leadership 
role as a position, team leader, or key policy maker had personal responsibility for the success or failure of 
the advancements made.

Provide written advancements 
were of a systemic or long-term impact influencing a broad and deep improvement in the science, art, 
technology and/or operations of Electronic Warfare.

Provide written details, specific examples and supporting information on how , and 
position of senior leadership, led and/or influenced the discussions, policies, technologies, systems, and 
doctrine associated with Electronic Warfare.

Leadership Requirements:

Leadership Requirements:

Leadership Requirements:
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EW Community Awareness:
Provide written 
Electronic Warfare were of a magnitude causing significant long-term impact

Provide written contributions 
and achievements were evident to, and known by, the Electronic Warfare community.

Anything Additional You Would Like to Add Not Mentioned Above

EW Community Awareness:

EW Community Awareness:
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Section 3: Proposed Award Citation (in less than 30 words) 

Section 4 Contact Information

Name: Rank/Title:
AOC Member Number: Chapter Affiliation:
Company: Job Title:
Address: Address:
City State/Province/County:
Postal Code: Country: 
Phone: Email:

Signature and Date:___________________________________

Section 5: If selected, details of person to be contacted (in addition to nominator)

Name: Rank/Title:
AOC Member Number: Chapter Affiliation:
Company: Job Title:
Address: Address:
City State/Province/County:
Postal Code: Country: 
Phone: Email:



29 June 2024 

 

To the Awards Committee: 

This has been a challenging nomination to prepare. The details have been difficult to elicit due to an 
excess of humility on the part of the nominee, and complicated by the fact that the very existence of 
her most significant technical leadership role cannot be acknowledged publicly. 

I have known Mari Kovach since the early 1980's where we met while taking a circuit synthesis 
course at then Monmouth College, now Monmouth University. I was already working as an Army 
civilian and was taking some courses to bridge from physics into electronics engineering. Mari was 
as quietly competent then as she is now, as has been borne out in her accomplished career. 

Mari entered into the EW community at Fort Monmouth, New jersey in an era when there were far 
fewer female technical professionals than today, and male employees were resistant to having 
female leaders and supervisors. The biases against her were pervasive throughout the rank and file 
of bench level engineers. To their credit, these biases did not exist, or were actively negated, by the 
forward-thinking leadership within the Fort Monmouth community. This created an opportunity for 
Mari to succeed within the limits of her own potential, and succeed she did with the same quiet 
competence I had observed at Monmouth College. Mari became immersed in systems engineering 
applied to EW, and distinguished herself as a top drawer project manager with sound technical 
judgment in developing and delivering capabilities that cannot be listed in this nomination or 
elsewhere. 

I have no doubt that Mari fully meets the Gold Award selection criteria. Her enduring EW 
contributions are well known to the deliberately limited community with access to the programs 
she managed. I have tried to include enough public detail to document her qualifications … and 
hopefully it is easy for fully cleared (or formerly fully cleared) awards committee members to read 
between the lines and correctly infer the nature and impact of what is and must remain unwritten. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ 

John A. Kosinski, Ph.D., Life Fellow of IEEE 

Vice President, AOC Garden State Chapter 




